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Message from the President 
 

I sense the Friends have come through the past 
year with a feeling of an almost ‘lost year’.  The 
Administrative Committee recently met and it 
was really a catch-up on what we were doing 
and thinking about in very early 2020.  In a 
funny way, I was pleased to hear from other 
Committee Members that the Covid-19 lost 
year had had the same effect on them as me! 
 

Therefore, we used the recent Committee 
meeting to catch up and see where we were.   
We will re-convene in late May to discuss 
matters once we have refreshed our memories 
and brushed off and updated some suggested 
plans with input from Rev John McCulloch as to 
how we can best support St Andrew’s. 
 

However, Covid-19 still affects us.  We have 
decided not to hold an AGM just before the 
General Assembly as they are not meeting face-
to face.  The general feeling is that we would 
much prefer to meet that way rather than 
virtually.  So, in May, when hopefully things are 
a little more certain, we will try and fix an 
AGM date for a few weeks later.  But we will 
have to see what the art of the possible is at that 
time. 
 

The Very Rev Bill Hewitt has retired from the 
Committee and also as a Vice-President.  I, and  
 
 

 
 
 
all the Committee, have been so very lucky to 
have had Bill’s advice for many years.  His 
replacement as a Vice President will be made 
over the next few weeks.   
 

I am delighted to report that Major Jamie 
Erskine MBE has agreed to become the 
‘military’ Vice President.  Jamie has been on the 
Committee for many years and was the 
Secretary for far too long! 
 

If Covid-19 had any form of silver lining, for the 
Friends I sense it might have been the 
wonderfully put together service for St 
Andrew’s Day in 2020.  John McCulloch and a 
large team of technical experts and contributors 
made an extraordinary, powerful service 
bringing to life the inter-denominational and 
multi-faceted work of the Minister in Jerusalem 
and Tiberias.  If you haven’t listened to it, here 
is the link  If you have – it worth listening to 
again! 
 

We have heard from John in Jerusalem, without 
his family and living in the hostel on his own.  
Walter Dunlop reminded us all that this has 
been done before when the Rev. Clark Kerr 
lived there on his own in 1948 – but between 
two warring factions.  I wonder what is easier – 
a ‘seen’ physical threat in 1948 or an unseen but 
equally dangerous threat in Covid-19? 
 
I do encourage you to think of, and pray for, 
John and his work in Jerusalem and his family 
back in the UK.  And take time to follow him, 
and St Andrew’s, here on Facebook. 
 
Colonel Andrew Campbell, President 

        

 

The Society of Friends 

of St Andrew’s, Jerusalem 

Easter 2021 

Newsletter No 12 

We hope that our AGM will be held in the 
summer.  Watch out for details in early June. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZVQzAMATqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZVQzAMATqo
https://www.facebook.com/standrewsjerusalem
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News from The Minister 
Rev Dr John McCulloch 
 

 
 

Lenten Prayer 
Risen Lord 

from our despair and darkness, 
from our lack of hope, 

from our disappointments 
and lack of vision, 
raise us up to be 
bringers of hope, 
grounded in faith, 
loyal to the truth, 
full of expectation 

for tomorrow and all our tomorrows. 
Risen Lord, 

who called Mary by name, 
so call us that we may respond to your call 

and adore you, 
our Risen Lord and Master Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

 
Introduction and update 
This last year has been a challenging one for all 
of us, given the way in which the pandemic has 
affected us all. Whilst life in Israel is rapidly 
getting back to normal following a very 
impressive vaccine roll-out, the picture is very 
different in the Palestinian Territories, where 
rates of infection are rising and vaccines are not 
widely available. At the time of writing this 
report I have just had confirmation that I will be 
able to go into Gaza in a few days and visit The 
Church of Scotland’s partners there, and take 

some much-needed donations in with me, not 
least monies from the FoSAJ. With life opening 
up here, I have been able to get out and about to 
visit partners. With Rev Kate now gone, I am 
also covering as much of her role as I can.  
 

St Andrews Jerusalem & Tiberias: 
Worship in a Covid-19 World  
Throughout lockdown we have continued with 
worship & fellowship through a combination of 
approaches. We have a church WhatsApp group 
to keep in touch, and as well as a daily reflection 
from a variety of locations during Lent, I have 
posted weekly sermons on the chat and also the 
church FaceBook page.  
 

We have also held a live Sacred Space service 
every Sunday @10am. 
 

We have a Kirk Session next week and I am 
hoping they will agree to us re-opening both 
Churches from Good Friday onwards.  
 

We also have 2 new members who have joined 
STAJ&T, and they will baptised when it gets a 
bit warmer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Update on St Andrew’s Scots Memorial 
Church Building  
There are still some issues that need sorting out, 
especially circular window above memorial 
plaques where water is still coming in. KR is 
pursuing this with contractors and will ensure it 
is followed up.  
 

It has been difficult to find a company with the 
requisite scaffolding to paint the church ceiling 
(and remain within budget) but we continue to 
try and find a solution.  

https://www.facebook.com/standrewsjerusalem
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Gaza  
I have been in touch regularly with our partners 
in Gaza. As you will imagine, Covid has added 
further strain to an already desperate situation.  
 
I am going to Gaza 
next week. I have 
around £11 K for 
the partners there, 
including the Arab Ahli Hospital. This is all 
money that been generously given by CoS 
congregations, individuals and of course the 
FoSAJ.   
 
Other partner (and non-partner) work 
With Kate now gone, I am visiting all the 
partners. My idea is to be in Tiberias x2 Sundays 
a month, and then spend Monday in the North 
doing partner work that Kate did, on my way 
back to Jerusalem. 
 
Israel 
Israel is getting back to normal rapidly following 
the roll-out of the vaccine. I am currently based 
at St Andrew’s Guesthouse whilst it remains 
closed. This means that there is somebody here 
at night, which brings down security costs at a 

time when the hospitality 
sector has been very 
hardly hit. 
 

Now that I have had both 
vaccines, I am able to 
move around more. 

 

 
St Andrew’s Day 2020 
I would like to register my thanks to the Very 
Rev Colin Sinclair, ex-Moderator, for 
preaching, and to Marc Falconer for all his help 
and expertise on the technical side to ensure 
that St Andrew’s Day 2020 was able to happen. 

I am also grateful to the various congregations 
who recorded hymns. 
 
We are delighted that £410.33 was raised in the 
offering for the YWCA. This will be added to 
the £1000 generously given by the FoSAJ. The 
congregation of St Andrew’s Jerusalem & 
Tiberias will add 1000nis. Once I am back from 
Gaza I will take the money to the YWCA.  
Please take time to read about their work, 
through breaking down barriers between people 
and seeking peace with justice; just click here. 
 
West Bank 
I have spent 
considerable time 
with the Bedouin 
communities, and 
also partners of the 
Church of Scotland 
especially in the 
Bethlehem and Hebron area. I also accompanied 
Rabbis for Human Rights to plant olive trees in a 
violent part of the West Bank. We were forced 
off the hillside by the IDF, who used sonic 
bombs to do so. They asked me to say a prayer 
on the hillside as we were surrounded by 
soldiers which I did. It was a beautiful day of 
planting trees and resisting non-violently.  
 
Eco Chapel 
Olive Grove Chapel – Tent of Nations, 
Bethlehem 
I organised and facilitated a delegation from the 
British Consul in Jerusalem to visit the Tent of 
Nations some weeks back. The 
Tent of Nations have now 
suffered violence and 
destruction of their property, 
not (this time) by Israeli 
settlers, but by fellow 
Palestinians living in the 

http://www.jai-pal.org/en/
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neighbouring village of Nahalin. They are 
basically claiming that part of the land is theirs, 
and the Nassar’s are fighting it in court. 
 

The Consul General and his Political Adviser 
said that they would raise the issue directly with 
the PA in Ramallah, and urge for the police to 
do their job and protect the Nassar’s from 

attacks. 
 

We also held a communion 
service in the Olive Grove 
chapel, attended by the 
British Consul delegation. 
 

The Nassar family really 
appreciated the visit. 

 
Tabeetha 
Our Executive Director Mona Ashkar is doing a 
great job in difficult circumstances, and we have 
a re-constituted Board of Governors that has 
considerable expertise in the field of 
education. There is great hope that the school 
will go from strength to strength under new 
management. 
 

I continue to deliver assemblies (maybe via 
Zoom) and engage with my role as chaplain 
there. 
 
Visas 
Visa renewals have been obtained for all our 
Ecumenical Associates, and I am in the process 
of trying to get more for a potential Methodist 
EA. At the moment no new clerical visas are 
being issued, so everything is uncertain. 
 
Conclusion 
I am deeply grateful to the support of the FoSAJ 
for the work and mission here. Although we are 
relatively small compared to other local 
churches here, we are doing all we can across 

the divides, to model grace and compassion to 
all, and to stand with those who are suffering. 
 
I leave you with the words of Father Henri 
Nouwen, writing about Gustavo’s Gutierrez’s 
book We Drink from our own Wells (see image 
below). 
 
The spirituality of liberation touches every dimension 
of life. It is truly a biblical spirituality that allows 
God’s saving act in history to penetrate all levels of 
human existence. God is seen here as the God of the 
living who enters into humanity’s 
history to dispel the forces of death, 
wherever they are at work, and to 
call forth the healing and 
reconciling forces of life. 
 
Rev Dr John McCulloch 
 

 
Middle East Update  
as at March 2021 

 

St Andrews Guesthouse 
 

The Guesthouse has been closed since 
December 2019, and there is no real sense of 
when it will be able to re-open. The tourism 
market will need to restart before it will be 
possible to have the Guesthouse fully re-opened, 
and as you will be aware, there is no news yet 
on when that will happen. 
 
The renovations are not fully complete as yet 
due to the pandemic, and difficulties between 
the contractor and project manager. We hope to 
resolve this as soon as possible once I am 
allowed to return to the country. 
 
In the meantime, the Guesthouse is pushing 
forward with events and also with a bar concept 
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which it is hoped will bring in locals while the 
accommodation occupancy remains low. All the 
staff remain on furlough with the exception of 
Lilian as manager. 
 

Scots Hotel 
 

The Hotel re-opened on 25 March and has good 
occupancy from locals for the coming few 
months. This is mainly because as a resort with 
facilities it is more attractive in the current 
times. 
We are in the midst of looking for a new 
manager, and have shortlisted 3 people. The 
second stage interviews have been put on hold 
until face-to-face meetings are possible. In the 
meantime, Shaul Hadas (Finance) and Hadeel 
Simani (HR) are taking the lead in management, 
and doing very well. 
 

Tiberias Mission Partner 
 

This position will be advertised in the coming 
weeks, and it is hoped that we will be able to 
have someone moving to Tiberias in the early 
autumn 2021. 
 

General 
 

The situation in Israel is of course much better 
than many places, but the lack of vaccinations in 
the West Bank is disappointing. There is now a 
30% positivity rate in the major cities of 
Palestine. Those who are coming through to 
work in Israel are now being vaccinated, but 
otherwise the population must wait. 
 

Pam Gilboa will be stepping down as Deputy at 
Tabeetha after many years, and we are in the 
process of recruiting for that role. 
 
Kenny Roger, Middle East Secretary  
 

Scholarship Update  
 
Although there have been no awards made this 
year, both George Sneddon and Clarke Muir are 
waiting to fulfill their plans based on the 
granting of their scholarships last year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our AGM 
 

We’re hoping that our AGM will enable us 
to gather together, in person. 

 

News of the date, and format, will be 
circulated in early June.  

 

 
St Andrew’s Day 2020 

 

Our service in 2020 was unique – in so 
many ways.  If you missed it, you can still 
find out (here) how we incorporated 
readings, music and thoughts from The Holy 
Land. 
 

Continuing with tradition, the recently 
retired Moderator of the General Assembly 
gave the Address – and we join with John in 
expressing our thanks to the Very Rev Colin 
Sinclair for his thought-provoking words. 
 

Great news! The ‘retiral collection’ 
amounted to £410, and along with £1,000 
given by The Friends, we’re able to support 
the invaluable work done by the joint 
advocacy initiative of the YMCA in East 
Jerusalem with the YWCA of Palestine.   
(click here to read about them.) 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=youtube+st+andrews+jerusalem&docid=608009752476846505&mid=20C17F8EE1E9BA3D47F920C17F8EE1E9BA3D47F9&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
http://www.jai-pal.org/en/
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Meantime, together there are ways we can lend our support… 

Follow us by clicking on the link 

St Andrew’s Scots Memorial Church, Jerusalem 

The Friends of St Andrew’s Jerusalem 

St Andrew's Facebook 
 

Society of Friends of St. Andrew's Jerusalem 

    c/o Church of Scotland, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN 

em: friends@standrewsjerusalem.org 

Seeds of Hope  

                                
 

Along with The Scots Hotel, the Guesthouse and Tabeetha, The Friends have pledged to 

support Sindyanna of Galilee in their Olive Grove project at Rocha.  In 2019 our 

contribution amounted to £5,000 and we hope to continue that commitment for the next 
three years. 

   

This marvelous olive grove allows promotion of the modernization of traditional Arab 
farming and agriculture by introducing new techniques, irrigation, and olive cultivars; aid of 

sustainable cultivation and agriculture; investment in all future proceeds of the grove in 
community projects that promote fair employment for Arab women; and oversee the entire 

value chain, from seed to extra virgin olive oil. 
 
 

                   

Bookmarks 

 
 

Already isolated in a village near Hebron, Surif Women’s Cooperative depends on sales of 
their embroidered work as they struggle to survive.  As Friends we have undertaken to 

support them though their intricately woven bookmarks.  At £6 each (including postage), 
the funds from every purchase will directly benefit the cooperative.  

Enquiries for all orders should be sent to friends@standrewsjerusalem.org. 
 

 

http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/
http://www.standrewsjerusalem.org/friends/
http://www.facebook.com/standrewsjerusalem
mailto:friends@standrewsjerusalem.org
http://www.sindyanna.com/cooperation/fair-trade-agriculture/the-scottish-grove-project/

